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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Leonard Diana on 7/20/06. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
In the claims: 

In claim 29, line 6, change "print" to -perform print processing by printing-. 

In claim 29, line 14, delete "the" second occurrence. 

In claim 29, line 20, change "is" (first occurrence) to -in-. 

In claim 29, line 20, before "first", insert -the-. 

In claim 29, line 21 , before "second", insert -the-. 

In claim 35, line 6, before "operation" (second occurrence), change "the" to -an-. 

In claim 39, line 2, change "print" to -job--. 

In claim 39, line 6, delete "on" 

In claim 39, line 6, change "print" to -job-. 

In claim 40, line 6, change "print" to -perform print processing by printing-. 
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In claim 40, line 14, delete "the" second occurrence. 

In claim 40, line 20, before "first", insert -the-. 

In claim 40, line 21, before "second", insert -the-. 

In claim 41, line 7, change "print" to -perform print processing by printing-. 

In claim 41, line 15, delete "the" second occurrence. 

In claim 42, line 7, change "print" to -perform print processing by printing-. 

In claim 42, line 15, delete "the" second occurrence. 

In claim 42, line 21 , change "is" (first occurrence) to -in-. 

In claim 42, line 21 , before "first", insert -the--. 

In claim 42, line 22, before "second", insert -the-. 

In the abstract 

Please replace the abstract with the following new abstract on a separate sheet 
of paper. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

An image input/output apparatus processes a job stored in a storage unit capable 
of storing plural job data, including first-type job data, output from a scanner unit, and 
second-type job data, output from an external apparatus. The apparatus designates 
any of the plural job data, and causes a printer unit to print the designated job data, 
according to a process condition set for the designated job data. A disabling processing 
on the designated job data stored in the storage unit is performed, and the storage unit 
is caused to store the designated job data even after the designated job data has been 
printed by the printer unit, so that the print processing on the designated job data can be 
repeatedly executed by the printer unit from storage processing of the designated job 
data in the storage unit to the disabling processing on the designated job data. 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The prior art of record (namely, Kadowaki U.S. 6,313,921) does not disclose, 
teach or suggest, a disabling control step, of causing execution of a disabling 
processing on the designated job data stored in the storage unit; a storage control step, 
of causing the storage unit to store the designated job data even after the designated 
job data has been printed by the printer unit, so that the print processing on the 
designated job data can be repeatedly executed by the printer unit from the execution of 
storage processing on the designated job data into the storage unit to the execution of 
the disabling processing on the designated job data; and a setting control step, of 
allowing a setting of new processing conditions, without recourse to previous processing 
conditions for the designated job data, for the designated job data every time the print 
process for the designated job data stored in the storage unit is executed by the printer 
unit, in both the case that the designated job data stored in the storage unit is the first 
type job data, and the case that the designated job data stored in the storage unit is the 
second type job data, as claimed in claim 29. Similar claim limitations are being claimed 
in claims 40, 41 and 42. Therefore, claims 40, 41 and 42 are allowed for the same 
reasons. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Suzuki et al. (U.S. 6,606,163) teaches job scheduling system for print processing 
and designation of exclusive processing. 

Jeyachandran et al. (U.S. 6,567,176) teaches storage, first and second print 
parameters, setting or changing print parameters, and designating by an instruction. 

Wakai et al. (U.S. 6,697,165) teaches a scanner, a network, job analysis unit, 
and external apparatus. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dov Popovici whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4083. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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